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Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod.

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “‘unworthy” reception (impenitence
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27;

1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you
for your cooperation and respect for our practice.

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a
blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39),
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if
you have questions concerning communion.

Theme

The Lord lavishly expresses His steadfast love and abundant mercy in all things. This
manifests itself in the generous acts of communities that support the work of saints,
providing resources and encouragement in faith, speech, knowledge, and earnestness.
But above all, on this day, the Church witnesses God’s act of healing as Jesus halts a
devastating chronic illness and even commands a dead girl to rise. Witnesses are
astonished at Jesus’ love and mercy that dramatically changes lives.

Order of Service: Divine Service 4, p. 203ff



Opening Hymn 783 Take My Life and Let It Be

Confession and Absolution (LSB p. 203)
Service of the Word (LSB p.204-207)
Introit Psalm 121:5-8; antiphon: wv. 1-2

I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LoRD,
who made heaven and earth.
The LoRrD is your keeper;
the Lorp is your shade on your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The LorD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The LorD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
| lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LoRD,
who made heaven and earth.

Kyrie (LSB p.204)
Hymn of Praise “Gloria in Excelsis” (LSB p.204)
Salutation and Collect of the Day (LSB p. 205)

P} Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, during His earthly ministry Your Son Jesus healed the sick and

raised the dead. By the healing medicine of the Word and Sacraments pour into
our hearts such love toward You that we may live eternally; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. [ Amen.



Old Testament Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33 Lamentations 3:22-33

22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;

Zthey are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore | will hope in him.”

2The Lorp is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul who seeks him.

26t is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LorD.

/It is good for a man that he bear
the yoke in his youth.

28 et him sit alone in silence
when it is laid on him;

2let him put his mouth in the dust—
there may yet be hope;

30let him give his cheek to the one who strikes,
and let him be filled with insults.

31For the Lord will not
cast off forever,

32put, though he cause grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;

3for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve the children of men.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.



Epistle: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given
among the churches of Macedonia, *for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance
of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their
part. 3For they gave according to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means,
of their own free will, *begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of
the saints— °and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord
and then by the will of God to us. ®Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started,
so he should complete among you this act of grace. ’But as you excel in everything—in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you
excel in this act of grace also.

8| say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your
love also is genuine. °For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become
rich. ...

13| do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter
of fairness *your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that
their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. °As it is written,
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no
lack.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse (LSB p. 205)
Holy Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 Mark 5:21-43

(P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2\When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22Then came one of the rulers of the
synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 22and implored him
earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands
on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 2*And he went with him.

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 2°And there was a woman
who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 2°and who had suffered much
under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather
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grew worse. ?’She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the
crowd and touched his garment. 28For she said, “If | touch even his garments, | will be
made well.” 22And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body
that she was healed of her disease. 3°And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had
gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched
my garments?” 3'And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around
you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32And he looked around to see who had
done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and
trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 3*And he said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

3While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who said,
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 3¢But overhearing
what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”
37And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother
of James. 3¥They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a
commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 3°And when he had entered, he said
to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but
sleeping.” °And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s
father and mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was.
#1Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, | say
to you, arise.” ?And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was
twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement. **And he
strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give her
something to eat.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed (LSB p. 207)

Sit

Children’s Sermon
Hymn of the Day 786 Lord of All Good

Sermon “Faithful Generosity” 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15



Prayer of the Church

(P)

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
O Lord, from whom our help comes, You have brought us into Your Holy Christian Church
and made Christ our shield from every enemy. Preserve us in such faith until at last You
bring us out of this world in the resurrection forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy Father, You have shown to Your Church the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who for

our sakes became poor that by His poverty we might become rich. Give us generous

hearts, that our abundance may supply our fellow saints in their need. Let our preachers

serve for the sake of Christ’s call, not for earthly gain; and let those who have received

excellence in faith, speech, knowledge and every other gift of God’s Word provide richly

for the preaching of the Gospel and the work of the Church. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, Your compassion does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men,
but Your mercies are new every morning. Bestow Your steadfast love on every Christian
home. Turn parents in kindness to their children; make children ready in obedience and
love toward their parents and each other. Let the young learn discipline and trust in You,
and let fathers not exasperate their children, but be devoted to the fear and instruction
of the Lord as examples to them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, You did not turn aside the bold request of Jairus nor the timid faith of the
woman. We implore You, hear our prayers for those in need. Drive away our fears and
give us believing faith. Give healing and strength to the sick and suffering [especially

|. Give comfort to those who mourn [especially ] in the

knowledge that Christ has destroyed death and all who die in Him are only sleeping until
You awaken them at the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, Your Son used His divine powers as a man on earth to heal and save.
We thank You that He continues to use His divine powers as a man, bodily present in the
Holy Sacrament, to deliver His healing and saving power to faith. Grant that we may
worthily seek this medicine of immortality in the Lord’s Supper, believing His promises
and receiving them now and in eternity. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear
Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead,
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we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our
own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and
worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Offering
Offertory (LSB p.781)
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus As stew -ards true re - ceive
o —— — ——
1 .
& T —=s
All  that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

And glad - ly,

Text: William W. How, 1823-97
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Sacrament

Distribution Hymns

as Thou bless -est us,

To Thee our first-fruits

give!

(LSB p. 208-212)

680 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
785 We Praise You, O God
818 In Thee Is Gladness

Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect

Benedicamus and Benediction

Closing Hymn

Acknowledgments

(LSB p. 211)
(LSB p. 212)

(LSB p. 212)

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.
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