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Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod.

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “‘unworthy” reception (impenitence
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27;

1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you
for your cooperation and respect for our practice.

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a
blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39),
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if
you have questions concerning communion.

Theme

Angelic hosts declare, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His
glory!” His glory is made known through the creation, redemption, and sanctification of
believers. We cannot unravel the mystery of the Holy Trinity, but we confess the distinct
persons of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, holding equally to the undivided unity of the
Holy One. This trinitarian faith is made believable only through the waters of Holy
Baptism.

Order of Service: Divine Service I, page 151ff



Opening Hymn 940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name

Confession and Absolution (LSB p. 151)
Service of the Word (LSB p.152-160)
Introit Psalm 16:8-11; antiphon: Liturgical Text

Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity.

Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us.
| have set the LorD always before me;

because he is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;

my flesh also dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,

or let your holy one see corruption.
You make known to me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Blesséd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity.

Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us.

Kyrie (LSB p.152)
Hymn of Praise “Gloria in Excelsis” (LSB p.154)
Salutation and Collect of the Day (LSB p. 156)

P} Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory

of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in
the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us
from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one
God, now and forever.



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah 6:1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim.
Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet,

and with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LorD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke. >°And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am a man of
unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the LorD of hosts!”
®Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had
taken with tongs from the altar. ’And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
8And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for
us?” Then | said, “Here am I! Send me.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.

On your wondrous works, | will meditate,
and | will declare your greatness.

Second Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-36 Acts 2:14a, 22-36
Ypeter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .
22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God

with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as
you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. ?*God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be
held by it. 2°For David says concerning him,



“‘| saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken;
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.
2’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.
28You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29“Brothers, | may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3°Being therefore a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one
of his descendants on his throne, 3'he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of
the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted
at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 3*For David
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,

“The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
35until | make your enemies your footstool.’
36 et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse (LSB p. 156)
Holy Gospel: John 3:1-17 John 3:1-17
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
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INow there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” *Jesus
answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born
again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

*Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” %Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, |
say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but
you do not receive our testimony. 1?If | have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? *No one has ascended into
heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 1*And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, °that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. *’For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit



Children’s Sermon

Hymn of the Day 507 Holy, Holy, Holy
Sermon “Made Holy” Isaiah 6:1-8

Athanasian Creed See insert

Prayer of the Church

(P)

F®

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Lord of hosts, Your ways are inscrutable and Your judgments unsearchable.
Through Your Word, give us an ever-growing understanding of the depths of Your
riches, wisdom and knowledge, that we may glorify You forever. Lord, in Your
mercy, @hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, Matthew, our Synod president; , our district
president; , our circuit visitor; and our pastor(s) have heard Your
voice calling them to be Your servants. Grant to them the Spirit so they can
always say, “Here | am! Send me,” to whatever You ask. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, You delivered up Your Son according to Your definite plan and
foreknowledge to be our Savior. Make our hearts glad in this faith, that our
tongues may rejoice and our flesh may dwell in hope. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord of hosts, You sit enthroned as King forever. Bless [ and] all
who rule us in Your stead with wisdom and understanding, that truth and justice
may prevail in our land and lawlessness may be kept at bay. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, we thank You for the many blessings You have bestowed upon this

nation. Grant us a long memory to recall those who gave the full measure of

devotion to our country’s peace and security. Bring to mind the sacrifices of

those who served faithfully until death in the protection of our freedom and in

the defense of our land. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of hosts, uphold [ and] all who suffer in our midst by Your

truth, that since You are at their right hand, they cannot be shaken. Gladden their
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hearts, cause their tongues to rejoice and make their flesh dwell in hope. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.

P) Lord of hosts, take away our guilt and atone for our sin by touching our unclean
lips with Christ’s cleansing body and blood, that we may not be lost but abide in
Your holy presence forever. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

P) O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of
Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious
resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You,
where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son

and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Offering
Offertory (LSB p.159)
Service of the Sacrament (LSB p. 160-166)

Distribution Hymns
LSB 506 Glory Be to God the Father
LSB 498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest

Nunc Dimittis (LSB p. 165)

Post-Communion Collect (LSB p. 166)

Benediction (LSB p. 166) Numbers 6:24-26
Closing Hymn 966 Before You, Lord, We Bow
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