
Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is 
also confessing his unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. 
Because of doctrinal differences existing between the Missouri Synod and 
other Lutheran bodies, and also with other denominations, we cannot expect 
their members to make that kind of confession at our altar, nor do we desire 
anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s teachings. 
Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal 
agreement who are members of congregations of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-
examination (1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” 
reception (impenitence or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the 
recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving 
concern for all, and commitment to the Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you for your 
cooperation and respect for our practice.  

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are 
invited to come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that 
you are requesting a blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search 
the Scriptures” (John 5:39), and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” 
(John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if you have questions concerning 
communion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of 
Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd 
we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

First Reading                Acts 4:1-12 
1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 
and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were 
teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And 
they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already 
evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of 
the men came to about five thousand. 
 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 
Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and 
all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the 
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if 
we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by 
what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the 
people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 
11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Opening……………………...LSB #740 
 

Divine Service, Setting 1 .... LSB pg. 151 
 

Confession and Absolution…pg.151 
 

Introit........................... See green sheet 
 

Kyrie ......................................... pgs. 152 
 

Hymn of Praise……….Gloria in Excelsis 
Salutation & Collect ........... See bulletin 
 

First Reading .............................. pg. 156
 ............................................ Acts 4:1-12 
 

Hymn…………………………………LSB #588 
 

Epistle Reading .......................... pg. 156 
 ....................................... 1 John 3:16-24 
Holy Gospel ............................... pg. 156 
……………………………………..John 10:11-18 
 

Children’s Sermon 
Hymn of the Day .................... LSB #709 
 

Sermon…………….”The Lord is My 
Shepherd”………….. Text: Psalm 23 
 

Nicene Creed………………….pg. 158 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering  
Special Music…………”The Lord’s my 
Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” 
Offertory ...................... LSB pg. 159-160 
 

Service of the Sacrament ....... pg. 160ff 
 

Distribution Hymns… .... LSB #711, 666, 
735 
 
Post-Communion Canticle…….. 
Thank the Lord………………………p.164  
Post Communion Collect .......... pg. 166 

Benediction ................................ pg.166 
Closing……………………………..LSB #728



Epistle Reading                                                                                   1 John 3:16-24 
  16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns 
us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 
23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
 
Gospel Reading                                                                                                      John 10:11-18 
  11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired 
hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 
take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
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Our Mission: “Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making community for the 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
 Our Message: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

As We Gather… The Good Shepherd, Jesus, lays down His life for the sheep. It is 
Christ alone who has the loving authority to own us, care for us, and redeem us. 
Christ—crucified by men, resurrected by God—begets healing, life, and salvation. He 
has done it all for us. Just as Christ acts on our behalf, we, too, are to love one 
another, not merely by speaking about love but by engaging thoroughly in acts of 
truth and mercy. 
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