
Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is 
also confessing his unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. 
Because of doctrinal differences existing between the Missouri Synod and 
other Lutheran bodies, and also with other denominations, we cannot expect 
their members to make that kind of confession at our altar, nor do we desire 
anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s teachings. 
Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal 
agreement who are members of congregations of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-
examination (1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” 
reception (impenitence or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the 
recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving 
concern for all, and commitment to the Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you for your 
cooperation and respect for our practice.  

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are 
invited to come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that 
you are requesting a blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search 
the Scriptures” (John 5:39), and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” 
(John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if you have questions concerning 
communion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introit                                                 Psalm 105:1-5, 8; antiphon, 1 Peter2:2-3 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; 
 make known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
 tell of all his wondrous works! 
Glory in his holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 
Seek the Lord and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 
He remembers his covenant forever, 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 
Collect of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your 
grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

First Reading                Acts 4:32-35 
32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had 
everything in common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it 
at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening…………………….. LSB #461 (1-4) 
 

Divine Service, Setting 1 .... LSB pg. 151 
 

Confession and Absolution…pg.151 
 

Introit.................................. See bulletin 
 

Kyrie ......................................... pgs. 152 
 

Hymn of Praise……….Gloria in Excelsis 
Salutation & Collect ........... See bulletin 
 

First Reading .............................. pg. 156
 .......................................... Acts 4:32-35 
 

Hymn ............................. LSB #461 (5-8) 
 

Epistle Reading .......................... pg. 156 
 ........................................ 1 John 1:1-2:2 
Holy Gospel ............................... pg. 156 
……………………………………..John 20:19-31 
 

Children’s Sermon 
Hymn of the Day .................... LSB #470 
 

Sermon…………….”Bringing True and 
Lasting Peace”…… Text: John 20:19-31 
 

Apostles’ Creed………………….pg. 159 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering  
Offertory ...................... LSB pg. 159-160 
 

Service of the Sacrament ....... pg. 160ff 
 

Distribution Hymns… .... LSB #477, 480, 
467 
 
Post-Communion Canticle…….. 
Thank the Lord………………………p.164  
Post Communion Collect .......... pg. 166 

Benediction ................................ pg.166 
Closing……………………………..LSB #482



Epistle Reading                                                                                   1 John 1:1-2:2 
  1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have 
seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 
3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 
 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 
the sins of the whole world. 
 
Gospel Reading                                         John 20:19-31 
  19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 
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Our Mission: “Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making community for the 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
 Our Message: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

As We Gather… Jesus’ resurrection shapes believers and doubters. Having defied 
closed doors, Jesus mysteriously interjects His words, “Peace be with you,” to the 
disciples. So also later, with doubting Thomas, He repeats, “Peace be with you.” The 
resurrected Christ, with maimed hands and side, can beget nothing less than eternal 
hope, peace, and forgiveness. As we, too, bear witness to Christ’s wounds, the Holy 
Spirit breathes into us a vibrant faith so we confess Jesus to be the resurrected Lord 
and Savior. 
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