
Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is 
also confessing his unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. 
Because of doctrinal differences existing between the Missouri Synod and 
other Lutheran bodies, and also with other denominations, we cannot expect 
their members to make that kind of confession at our altar, nor do we desire 
anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s teachings. 
Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal 
agreement who are members of congregations of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-
examination (1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” 
reception (impenitence or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the 
recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving 
concern for all, and commitment to the Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you for your 
cooperation and respect for our practice.  

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are 
invited to come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that 
you are requesting a blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search 
the Scriptures” (John 5:39), and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” 
(John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if you have questions concerning 
communion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to 
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 
Old Testament Reading                Exodus 20:1-17 

1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery. 
 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD 
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and 
do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 
you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, 
or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 
gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day 
and made it holy. 
 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
 13“You shall not murder. 
 14“You shall not commit adultery. 
 15“You shall not steal. 
 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening…………………….. LSB #645 
 
Divine Service, Setting 3 .... LSB pg. 184 

Confession and Absolution…pg.184 

Introit........................... See green sheet 

Kyrie ......................................... pgs. 186 
 

Salutation & Collect ........... See bulletin 

Old Testament Reading ............ pg. 190
 ......................................Exodus 20:1-17 
 
Gradual ............................... See bulletin 

Epistle Reading .......................... pg. 190 
 ........................... 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Holy Gospel ............................... pg. 190 
 .......................................... John 2:13-22 
 
Nicene Creed ............................. pg. 191 

Children’s Message ................................  

Hymn of the Day .................... LSB #427 

Sermon…….”The Word of the Cross”
 ................... Text: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
Offering & Offertory ... LSB pg. 192-193 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament ....... pg. 194ff 

Distribution Hymns… ... LSB #425, #838 
 
Nunc Dimittis..................... pg. 199-200 

Thanksgiving and Prayer .. pgs. 200-201 

Salutation and Benedicamus .. pgs. 201 

Benediction ............................. pgs. 202 

Closing……………………………..LSB #850



Gradual                                                         Hebrews 12:2 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Epistle Reading                                       1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but 
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your 
life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as 
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Gospel Reading                                         John 2:13-22 
 13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those who were 
selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of cords, he drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 
tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of 
trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22When therefore he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 

PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

“A Disciple Making Community” 
“KNOW, GROW, and GO” 

 
West Salem, Wisconsin 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 3, 2024 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission: “Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making community for the 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
 Our Message: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

As We Gather… God’s Law is filled with comprehensive expectations. We confess 
and believe these holy tenets to be true, but because of sin we are powerless to keep 
them. Only Christ is able to satisfy the Law’s demands, and yet He is crucified; we are 
forgiven. His cross reveals divine power, wisdom, strength, and righteousness. Jesus 
endures the cross, knowing that His body would be resurrected to new life, 
abolishing the Law’s damning effect on those who believe in Him. 
 

Pastor Peter Adelsen 
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