
Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is 
also confessing his unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. 
Because of doctrinal differences existing between the Missouri Synod and 
other Lutheran bodies, and also with other denominations, we cannot expect 
their members to make that kind of confession at our altar, nor do we desire 
anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s teachings. 
Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal 
agreement who are members of congregations of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-
examination (1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” 
reception (impenitence or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the 
recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving 
concern for all, and commitment to the Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you for your 
cooperation and respect for our practice.  

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are 
invited to come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that 
you are requesting a blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search 
the Scriptures” (John 5:39), and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” 
(John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if you have questions concerning 
communion.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to 
the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may 
walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Old Testament Reading                Genesis 22:1-18 
1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 
which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 
together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here 
am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 
the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The 
LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 
 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will 
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed 
my voice.” 

 
Opening…………………….. LSB #809 
 
Divine Service, Setting 3 .... LSB pg. 184 

Introit........................... See green sheet 

Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pgs. 186–189 
 

Salutation & Collect ........... See bulletin 

Old Testament Reading ............ pg. 190
 .................................... Genesis 22:1-18 

Gradual ............................... See bulletin 

Epistle Reading .......................... pg. 190 
 ....................................... James 1:12-18 

Holy Gospel ............................... pg. 190 
 ...........................................Mark 1:9-15 

Nicene Creed ............................. pg. 191 

Children’s Message ................................  

Hymn of the Day .................... LSB #656 

Sermon…….”Our Daily Battle” .......Text: 
James 1:12-18 
 

Special Music…. “Christ Be My Leader” 
POP Small Group 
 

Offering & Offertory ... LSB pg. 192-193 
Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament ....... pg. 194ff 

Distribution Hymns… .... LSB #623, 547, 
716 
Nunc Dimittis..................... pg. 199-200 

Thanksgiving and Prayer .. pgs. 200-201 

Salutation and Benedicamus .. pgs. 201 

Benediction ............................. pgs. 202 

Closing……………………………..LSB #655



Gradual                                                         Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8 
Praise the Lord, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 
Epistle Reading                                       James 1:12-18 

 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of 
life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured and 
enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth 
death. 
 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth 
by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 

Gospel Reading                                         Mark 1:9-15 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up 
out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted 
by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
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Our Mission: “Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making community for the 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
 Our Message: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

As We Gather… “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” This petition 
resonates on the lips of God’s people in the Lord’s Prayer. It is God who guards us 
from the devil’s cunning deception. Jesus Himself rallied against Satan in the 
wilderness. He intimately knows the perils of facing temptation. We, too, are to 
remain steadfast, fortified by the Word of truth, knowing that the Lord provides the 
greatest sacrifice in the death of His only Son. 
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office@wspop.org 
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