
Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is 
also confessing his unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. 
Because of doctrinal differences existing between the Missouri Synod and 
other Lutheran bodies, and also with other denominations, we cannot expect 
their members to make that kind of confession at our altar, nor do we desire 
anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s teachings. 
Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal 
agreement who are members of congregations of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-
examination (1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” 
reception (impenitence or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the 
recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving 
concern for all, and commitment to the Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you for your 
cooperation and respect for our practice.  

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are 
invited to come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that 
you are requesting a blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search 
the Scriptures” (John 5:39), and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” 
(John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if you have questions concerning 
communion.  

Introit                                         Psalm 32:1-2, 5-7; antiphon v. 10 
Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord. 
Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 
Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity 
of my sin. 
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be 
found;  
surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord. 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty 
we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers 
and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
Old Testament Reading                Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the 
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not 
hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 
17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise 
up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And 
whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 
require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name 
that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other 
gods, that same prophet shall die.’” 
 

 

Opening…………………….. LSB #533 
 
Divine Service, Setting 3 .... LSB pg. 184 

Introit.................................. See bulletin 

Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pgs. 186–189 
 

Salutation & Collect ........... See bulletin 

Old Testament Reading ............ pg. 190
 ........................ Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Gradual ............................... See bulletin 

Epistle Reading .......................... pg. 190 
 ............................. 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Alleluia and Verse ..................... pg. 190 

Holy Gospel ............................... pg. 190 
 .........................................Mark 1:21-28 

Nicene Creed ............................. pg. 191 

Children’s Message ................................  

Hymn of the Day .................... LSB #842 

Sermon……………..”With All Authority” 
 ................................ Text: Mark 1:21-28 

Offering & Offertory ... LSB pg. 192-193 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament ....... pg. 194ff 

Distribution Hymns ...... LSB #620, #849 

Nunc Dimittis..................... pg. 199-200 

Thanksgiving and Prayer .. pgs. 200-201 

Salutation and Benedicamus .. pgs. 201 

Benediction ............................. pgs. 202 

Closing……………………………..LSB #541



Gradual                                                         Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8 
Praise the Lord, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 
Epistle Reading                                       1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

 1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love 
builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, 
he is known by God. 
 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no 
God but one.” 5For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many 
“lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
 7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to 
an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, 
and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 
10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, 
to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 
12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if 
food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 
 

Gospel Reading                                         Mark 1:21-28 
 21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And 
they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately 
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And 
they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
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Our Mission: “Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making community for the 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
 Our Message: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

As We Gather… Jesus’ authority is unmistakable. He is the prophet foretold, who 
will speak the word of truth. This holy word of truth in Jesus commands, restrains, 
and rebukes evil spirits. Divine wisdom and action in Christ trump the knowledge of 
men. It is He alone who builds up people in everlasting love. We can only boast that 
Jesus loves us because we are fully known by God. By His authority, our weaknesses 
are cared for and our sins forgiven. 
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