
Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 
Corinthians 1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is 
also confessing his unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. 
Because of doctrinal differences existing between the Missouri Synod and 
other Lutheran bodies, and also with other denominations, we cannot expect 
their members to make that kind of confession at our altar, nor do we desire 
anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s teachings. 
Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal 
agreement who are members of congregations of the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  

The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-
examination (1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” 
reception (impenitence or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the 
recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving 
concern for all, and commitment to the Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you for your 
cooperation and respect for our practice.  

Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are 
invited to come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that 
you are requesting a blessing. May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search 
the Scriptures” (John 5:39), and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” 
(John 8:31) Please speak to an elder if you have questions concerning 
communion.  

Introit 
I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
I waited patiently for the Lord; 
 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, 
 and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
 Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 
Blessèd is the man who makes the Lord his trust, 
 who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 
You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts 
toward us; none can compare with you! 
 I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation. 
 
1 Samuel 3:1–10 
 The young man Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word 
of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 
 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his own place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 
 Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So 
he went and lay down. 
 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not 
yet been revealed to him. 
 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to 
Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 
calling the young man. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls 
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 
 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 
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Gradual 
Praise the Lord, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 
1 Corinthians 6:12–20 
 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by 
anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is 
not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by 
his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it 
is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual 
immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
John 1:43–51 
 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.” 
 
John 1:43–51 
 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.” 
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Our Mission: “Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making community for the 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
 Our Message: “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

As We Gather… The Lord persists. He speaks, we listen; by faith, we are able to 
respond. Samuel is roused from his sleep repeatedly and is finally encouraged to 
respond, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.” Jesus bids Philip to follow, and he 
does. Jesus claims to have known Nathanael, and in turn Nathanael confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God. We, too, can only be responsive to God’s will once we have 
heard Hi Word and believe. 

Pastor Peter Adelsen 
608-786-3938 (Office) 
765-860-5204 (Cell) 
office@wspop.org 
pastor@wspop.org 

http://www.wspop.org/

	PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
	“A Disciple Making Community”
	“KNOW, GROW, and GO”
	West Salem, Wisconsin
	The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
	Pastor Peter Adelsen

