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Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 
       The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his 
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences 
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other  
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our 
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s  
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal  
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod. 
       The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination 
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” reception (impenitence 
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 
1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy  
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you  
for your cooperation and respect for our practice. 
       Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to  
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a 
blessing.  May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), 
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31)  Please speak to an elder if 
you have questions concerning communion. 
 
 
Theme: The Advent season beckons the Lord to rend the heavens and come down, 
permeating humanity with His almighty incarnation, laying waste our sin and 
unrighteousness. As God’s people, we can do no more than plead for mercy. Through 
the grace of Christ Jesus, we are declared guiltless. Therefore, we echo with the myriad 
of saints who eagerly anticipate the coming of Christ, “Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord.” 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 

 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. 
 
6 For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 
 
7 From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 
 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king,  
  Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. 
Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
  

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 64:1–9 Isaiah 64:1–9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 
 or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 
 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
 and remember not iniquity forever. 
 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24–37 Mark 13:24–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming 
in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, 
or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to 
you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway LSB 343 
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                    “Coming to the Rescue”              Mark 11:1-10 

 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Lord’s grace and peace as we enter another Church Year, that God who is 

faithful would confirm the testimony about Christ among us as we wait for His 
revealing, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For Matthew, our Synod president; John, our district president; Jacob, our circuit 

visitor; and all pastors in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P That the Lord would renew the faith and quicken the love of all Christians, that 
we may be enriched in all speech and knowledge, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the blessing of marriage and the faithfulness of husbands and wives; for the 

children entrusted to their care; for the loving care of children who have suffered 
abuse or neglect; and for those who open their homes to children in foster care, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For our nation, its leaders and our armed forces, that God would take them under 

His care and let His blessing rest upon them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the sick, troubled, grieving and dying, that they may receive grace according 

to God’s merciful will, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all who await the second advent of Christ, that their shouts of “hosanna” 

might be answered now through Word and Sacrament and soon by Jesus’ return, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Gracious Father, You have made us glad to enter into Your presence to hear the 

good news of our Savior and receive Your gifts. Preserve Your Church against all 
her enemies, and lead us to walk in Your ways and to follow Your paths, that 
when Jesus returns in His glory we may welcome Him with glad hosannas; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised 
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed 
when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



18 
 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Distribution Hymns 
441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB 441 

 

 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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333 Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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331 The Advent of Our King LSB 331 

 

 
 
5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

 
D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341 
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