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Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 
       The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his 
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences 
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other  
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our 
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s  
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal  
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod. 
       The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination 
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” reception (impenitence 
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 
1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy  
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you  
for your cooperation and respect for our practice. 
       Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to  
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a 
blessing.  May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), 
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31)  Please speak to an elder if 
you have questions concerning communion. 
 
 
Theme: Behold God’s woeful judgement! He despises gluttony, rejects hypocritical 
offerings, and silences the cacophony of the faithless singer! Unbelievers shall not 
survive the Day of the Lord. But aha! Believers will be raised from the dead at the 
coming of Jesus and the resounding of the trumpet blast. For this Day of the Lord, we 
eagerly watch and carefully prepare, knowing that in all justice and righteousness, God 
will orchestrate terrible condemnation and glorious resurrection. 

 
 

Prelude 
 
Welcome 
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Opening Hymn                                          515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers LSB 515 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 84:1, 9–12; antiphon: v. 3 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay 
her young, 
 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 O LORD of hosts! 
Behold our shield, O God; 
 look on the face of your anointed! 
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of 
wickedness. 
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For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. 
 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
O LORD of hosts, 
 blessèd is the one who trusts in you! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay 
her young, 
 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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8 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the 
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His 
eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Amos 5:18–24 Amos 5:18–24 
18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 
 Why would you have the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, and not light, 
 19as if a man fled from a lion, 
 and a bear met him, 
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 
 and a serpent bit him. 
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21“I hate, I despise your feasts, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 
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 I will not look upon them. 
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
 to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 
Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who 
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1–13 Matthew 25:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For 
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy 
and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said 
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise 
answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the 
dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door 
was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  



11 
 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 
 

Children’s Sermon 
516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB 516 
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                “A Warning: Are You Foolish or Wise?”         Matthew 25:1-13 

 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Lord, You are our help and deliverer. We bring to You the prayers and petitions of 
Your people, that You may grant us all things needful and guard us against all 
things harmful. Lord, in Your mercy,       C hear our prayer. 

  
P O Lord, preserve Your people from believing that You are pleased with us 

because of our works or ceremonies. Grant that what we do in worship and 
prayer may proclaim salvation in Christ Jesus alone. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, You bestow favor and honor and withhold nothing from those who 
walk uprightly. Bless parents and those who teach children Your ways, that 
generations to come would love Your promises, walk in Your truth and dwell in 
Your house. Lord, in Your mercy,   C hear our prayer. 

 

P    Lord God, heavenly Father, Creator of mankind and Author of peace, as we are 
ever mindful of the cost paid for the temporal liberty we possess, we ask You to 
bless the members of our armed forces, those who have served and those who 
continue to serve. Give them courage, hope and strength. May they ever 
experience Your firm support, gentle love, and compassionate healing. Be their 
power and protector, leading them from darkness to light. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Righteous God, You despise corruption and command justice. Embolden our 

rulers and all in authority to enact and defend measures that preserve peace and 
provide justice for all. Lord, in Your mercy,          C hear our prayer. 

  
P Heavenly Father, show mercy to those who cry aloud as they await Your Son’s 

coming in glory [including _____________]. Answer them with strength and 
healing, comfort and hope. Make them confident in Christ, who will raise His 
people on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy,        C hear our prayer. 

  
P O Lord, Your Son will descend from heaven with a cry of command, raise those 

who have fallen asleep and deliver us to Your kingdom of glory. Until that day, 
strengthen us by His body and blood and prepare us for His coming in glory. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Gracious Lord, grant that we may not grieve as those who have no hope but 

rejoice and encourage each other in the promise of the resurrection to life 
everlasting. [Especially strengthen and comfort the families of _____________.] 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P God of our salvation, we know neither the day nor the hour of Christ’s return, but 

we know that He has died and is risen again to open the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers. Until that day, preserve us in faith and guard us from temptation. Do 
not let us be caught unprepared for His coming. Let us live our days in loving 
service and joyful expectation of the life of the world to come; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



19 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Distribution Hymns 
633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633 

 

 

 
 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 
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7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives LSB 461 
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5 He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 
 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise LSB 802 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


	PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
	“A Disciple Making Community”
	“KNOW, GROW, and GO”
	West Salem, Wisconsin
	The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
	Our Mission:
	Our Message:

