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Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 
       The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his 
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences 
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other  
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our 
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s  
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal  
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod. 
       The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination 
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” reception (impenitence 
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 
1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy  
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you  
for your cooperation and respect for our practice. 
       Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to  
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a 
blessing.  May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), 
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31)  Please speak to an elder if 
you have questions concerning communion. 
 
 
Theme: The Lord prepares a feast of divine nourishment for His people and cloaks us 
with His righteousness. As recipients of His wealth of grace and mercy, we ought to 
rejoice with unrelenting gladness. Yet there are times when even the chosen, the elect, 
the invited discount the very invitation and refuse to heed His Word of indisputable 
truth. Rejection of Jesus brings condemnation and wrath. But nourishment in His Word 
and Sacrament beget life and forgiveness. 

 
 

Prelude 
 
Welcome 
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Opening Hymn                                             818 In Thee Is Gladness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
Introit Isaiah 61:10; antiphon: Psalm 146:2 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not in 
the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  

 
  
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25:6–9 Isaiah 25:6–9 
6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 
 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
 8He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
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 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

He will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 

 
Epistle: Philippians 4:4–13 Philippians 4:4–13 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 
12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:1–14 Matthew 22:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
  

 
  
 1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4Again he 
sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 
another to his business, 6while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, 
and killed them. 7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite 
to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10And those servants went out into the 
roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 
 11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment. 12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Children’s Sermon 
514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us LSB 514 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Walter, 1496–1570; (st. 1): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 2–4): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius 
Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon                      “Come to the Wedding Feast”                (Matthew 22:1-14) 
 

Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Heavenly King, Your Son, Jesus Christ, purchased the Church with His precious 
blood. Preserve her in the pure teaching of Your Word, in the right use of the 
Sacraments and in the unity of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,    C hear our 
prayer. 

  
P Heavenly King, You send out Your invitation that all who believe in Your Son 

should take their seats at His feast. By the proclamation of Your Church, gather 
many, however evil they may be, to repent and fill Your eternal banquet hall. 
Lord, in Your mercy,         C hear our prayer. 

 
 P    Heavenly King and merciful Father, Your thoughts are not our thoughts, Your 

ways are not our ways. In Your wisdom You have permitted evil and bloodshed to 
befall the nation of Israel, which has also affected so many Americans. We 
implore You, let not the hearts of Your people despair nor our faith fail us, but 
sustain and comfort us. Direct all efforts to attend the injured, console the 
bereaved, and protect the helpless. Bring hope and healing that we may find 
relief and restoration. Lord, in Your mercy,         C hear our prayer. 

 
P Heavenly King, bless all families and the homes in which our people dwell. Grant 

grace to husbands and wives, that they may fulfill their vocations to one another 
and to their children. Grant also that, as a family, they may faithfully teach and 
learn the faith. Lord, in Your mercy,         C hear our prayer. 

  
P Heavenly King, keep the coming of Your Son always at the forefront of heart and 

mind, that subject for His sake to the fleeting powers of this world, we may live in 
continual godliness and the peace that passes all understanding. Lord, in Your 
mercy,     C  hear our prayer. 



14 
 

  
P Heavenly King for whom we wait, You promise to wipe away the tears from all 

faces. Bless [_____________ and] all who weep here, that at the last they may be 
comforted, restored and received into the banquet of heaven. Lord, in Your 
mercy,    C hear our prayer. 

  
 
P Heavenly King, You have prepared a table before us in the midst of those who 

refuse Your invitation. Keep Your Church unstained by the world, that we may 
partake of our Lord’s Supper worthily, clothed in His baptismal grace. Lord, in 
Your mercy,   C hear our prayer. 

  
P Heavenly King, give us such joy in pursuing what is true, just, pure and worthy of 

praise that, spurning the temptations of this world, we would suffer no anxiety. 
Let our trust be placed fully in Christ and let our hope rest in the life of the world 
to come; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C Amen. 

  
Sit 

Offering 
Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 
 

Distribution Hymns 
680 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise LSB 680 
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 

 
636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636 

 

 

 



21 
 

 

 

 
 
5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding,  Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You;  Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 
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7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish  And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness LSB 563 

 

 

 
 
5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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