
PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
“A Disciple Making Community” 

“KNOW, GROW, and GO” 
 

West Salem, Wisconsin 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 17, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Mission: 
“Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making  

community for the Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

Our Message: 
“We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

 
Pastor Peter Adelsen 

765-860-5204 
pastor@wspop.com 

Church Office 
608-786-3938 

office@wspop.org 

 

mailto:pastor@wspop.com
mailto:office@wspop.org


2 
 

Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 
       The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his 
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences 
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other  
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our 
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s  
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal  
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod. 
       The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination 
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” reception (impenitence 
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 
1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy  
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you  
for your cooperation and respect for our practice. 
       Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to  
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a 
blessing.  May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), 
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31)  Please speak to an elder if 
you have questions concerning communion. 
 
Theme: In adversity and blessing, we belong to the Lord. Joseph became an emissary of 
God’s mercy despite His brothers’ evil intent. As we navigate and process quarrels, 
judgments, and opinions human adversity distorts our life with Christ. We belong to Him 
as we strive to live. We belong to Him as we prepare to die. Christ resolves adversity 
from His heart, resolving disputes with wisdom, love, and forgiveness. This, too, is our 
blessing to receive and to share. 
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Prelude 
Welcome 
Opening Hymn                                       606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus  

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
 I have fled to you for refuge! 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
 for no one living is righteous before you. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
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 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
 I have fled to you for refuge! 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P Let us pray. 
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout 
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what 
we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 50:15–21 Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to 
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they 
did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and 
fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to 
them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 
 for those who fear him lack nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
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Epistle: Romans 14:1–12 Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 
2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master 
that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who 
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of 
the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor 
of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us 
dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ 
died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21–35 Matthew 18:21–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

   
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered 
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one 
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master 
all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should 
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in 
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also 
my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Children’s Sermon 
851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us LSB 851 
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon                   “Forgiving Generously”                     (Matthew 18:21-35) 

 
Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
Heavenly Father, in Your mercy You have forgiven our insurmountable debt of 
sin, ransoming us with the death of Your Son. Free us from our grudges and 
unforgiving nature, lest through our lack of mercy we exclude ourselves from 
Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,     C hear our prayer. 

P Almighty God, as You kept Joseph from evil and brought good from his suffering 
in Egypt, deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn patience in trials. Teach us 
to be slow to judge, quick to forgive, and steadfast in love for You and one 
another. Lord, in Your mercy,       C hear our prayer. 

P We praise You, O Lord, for retaining among us Your Holy Word and Sacraments. 
Continue to raise up faithful stewards of Your mysteries, that repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name would be proclaimed in our midst and 
throughout the world. Prepare Your baptized children to be faithful confessors of 
the hope that is in them. Lord, in Your mercy,      C hear our prayer. 

P Caring Father, visit the homes of Your people. Keep them from all harm and 
danger, and grant that we would dwell together in peace under the protection of 
Your holy angels. Lord, in Your mercy,     C hear our prayer. 

P God of power and might, sustain the nations of the earth and lead them in the 
way of justice and truth. Defend life and liberty, and give us honest and faithful 
rulers, so that our nation may strive toward what is honorable, true and just. 
Lord, in Your mercy,         C hear our prayer. 
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 P For the lost, that You turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith once 

delivered to Your Church, especially those who have wandered from it or are in 
doubt through the corruption of Your truth. Mercifully visit and restore them that 
in gladness of heart they may take pleasure in Your Word and be made wise to 
salvation through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and infirm 

[especially _____________]. Grant them patience to endure their time of 
suffering and crown their days with Your mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Merciful God, though we come to Your table as servants who owe a debt we 

cannot pay, Your Son has forgiven it in its entirety. As we receive His very body 
and blood for our forgiveness, let us be grateful and go out to serve others with 
the same spirit of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,        C hear our prayer. 

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering                  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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Proper Preface  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
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Sit 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Tune: Public domain 

 
818 In Thee Is Gladness LSB 818 
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Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
501 Come Down, O Love Divine LSB 501 
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Text: Bianco da Siena, c. 1350–1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833–90 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685 
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Tune: Public domain 
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