
PRINCE OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
“A Disciple Making Community” 

“KNOW, GROW, and GO” 
 

West Salem, Wisconsin 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 10, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Mission: 
“Prince of Peace exists to be a disciple making  

community for the Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

Our Message: 
“We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

 
Pastor Peter Adelsen 

765-860-5204 
peter.adelsen@gmail.com 

Church Office 
608-786-3938 

office@wspop.org 
 
 

mailto:peter.adelsen@gmail.com
mailto:office@wspop.org


2 
 

Holy Communion at Prince of Peace, LCMS 
       The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod practices “Close Communion” as an 
expression of unity in doctrine (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 
1:10). When a person partakes of the Sacrament at the Altar he is also confessing his 
unreserved agreement with that church body’s doctrine. Because of doctrinal differences 
existing between the Missouri Synod and other Lutheran bodies, and also with other  
denominations, we cannot expect their members to make that kind of confession at our 
altar, nor do we desire anyone to compromise his own convictions and his church body’s  
teachings. Therefore, our practice of “Close Communion” admits only those in doctrinal  
agreement who are members of congregations of the Missouri Synod. 
       The Holy Sacrament requires a mature participation which includes self-examination 
(1 Corinthians 11:28). Scripture also warns against “unworthy” reception (impenitence 
or unbelief) which would bring God’s judgment on the recipient: 1 Corinthians 11:27; 
1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus, out of loving concern for all, and commitment to the Holy  
Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, we practice “Close Communion”. We thank you  
for your cooperation and respect for our practice. 
       Those who will not be communing, but would like to receive a blessing are invited to  
come forward. Please cross your arms on your chest to indicate that you are requesting a 
blessing.  May the Holy Spirit bless us all as we “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), 
and humbly strive to “Continue in His Word.” (John 8:31)  Please speak to an elder if 
you have questions concerning communion. 
 
Theme: God’s laws are just. His prophets and pastors exercise authority in condemning 
sin, wickedness, and evil. Iniquities cannot be ignored; all are subject to God’s authority.  
We are also subject to earthly governments and authorities who strive to restrain unruly 
behavior. As citizens in both kingdoms, our conduct should reflect humility, love, duty, 
and honesty. As members of the Church, it is just that we are called to care for and 
regain unrepentant sinners. 
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Prelude 
Welcome 
Opening Hymn                                     686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

How great are your works, O LORD! 
 Your thoughts are very deep! 
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 and your faithfulness by night, 
to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 
 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
How great are your works, O LORD! 
 Your thoughts are very deep! 

 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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7 
 

 

 
 

This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your 
holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by 
Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  
 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7–9 Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked 
to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does 
not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered 
your soul.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 
 for those who fear him lack nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 
Epistle: Romans 13:1–10 Romans 13:1–10 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist 
will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would 
you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger 
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, 
not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same 
reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this 
very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue 
to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is 
owed. 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
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not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1–20 Matthew 18:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and 
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes 
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a 
great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 
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 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations 
come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your 
foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 
9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man 
came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of 
them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in 
search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices 
over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of 
my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to 
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by 
my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Children’s Sermon 
820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820 
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Text: Johann Gramann, 1487–1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon              “Confronting Sin and Gaining a Brother”      (Matthew 18:15-20) 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Knowing that our Lord has promised to be in our midst wherever two or three are 
gathered in His name, let us bring our prayers and supplications before Him. 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord:   C Lord, have mercy. 

P For pastors, that as God’s watchmen, they may be faithful in calling sinners to 
repentance and joyfully announcing the Lord’s forgiveness to those who heed 
their warning, let us pray to the Lord:      C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful, that each of us may serve as our brother’s keeper both in our 
earthly families and among our brothers and sisters in Christ; and that we may 
owe no one anything except to love each other, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our leaders, that they would bear the sword righteously; and for all who 

protect us, especially our armed forces, police and firefighters, let us pray to the 
Lord:   C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the ill, grieving, and lonely, [especially _____________,] that they may 
remember that the Good Shepherd who loves them seeks and saves the one lost 
sheep, let us pray to the Lord:     C Lord, have mercy. 

P For childlike faith as we receive Christ’s body and blood, that it may strengthen us 
in faith toward God and in fervent love toward one another, let us pray to the 
Lord:   C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the lost, that You turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith once 
delivered to Your Church, especially those who have wandered from it or are in 
doubt through the corruption of Your truth. Mercifully visit and restore them that 
in gladness of heart they may take pleasure in Your Word and be made wise to 
salvation through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all God’s little ones, that they would not perish but be called back to Him 

when tempted to stray, delivered from temptation, and kept in the faith, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 

Sit 
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Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 



17 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Distribution Hymns 
 
709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709 

 

 

 
 
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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845 Where Charity and Love Prevail LSB 845 

 

 

 
 
5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

 
6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110018661 
Tune: Public domain 
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649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649 

 

 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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864 Shepherd of Tender Youth LSB 864 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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